      Our Lady of Lourdes Parish

           345 Oak St. Colusa, California 95932

          (530) 458-4170,  Fax (530) 458-8728 

           www.ourladyoflourdescolusa.com 
St. Joseph’s Mission

1st and Center Streets, Princeton, California
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December 8, 2011

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Mission Statement   We, the People of God of Our Lady 
of Lourdes, guided by   the Holy Spirit, are called by Christ 

to proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom of God through prayer and sacraments and to witness the Gospel   values

of love, justice, forgiveness and service to all. 
Parish Office:                745 Ware Avenue,     458-4170
Divine Mercy Chapel:   745 Ware Avenue,     458-4170

Parish Administrator:  Fr. Arbel Cabasagan   458-8570

Deacon:                       Miquel Fernandez  916-698-2099

Principal:                      Barbara Genera          458-8208

Website:    www.theollschool.org
Director Religious Ed:  Dianne Luoma          845-9649



   Jennifer Hackney       415-7854

dianneluoma@comcast.net-8hackneys@comcast.net
Hispanic Coordinator:  Eva Meraz-Robey   218-8473

Grupo de Oracion: with Jaime Lopez (weekly) 237-7215
     Wednesday, 7-8:00 p.m., Chapel    
Music Ministry: (5pm)      Maureen Andreotti   458-5563

(Sunday)            (10am)    Gloria Delgado        458-5121

                          [Practice 2nd & 4th Thurs. 7:00pm]

                         (12:pm)   Martina Amador      458-8279

(Friday)              (6pm)      Alberta Lopez         237-7215
Baptismal Coordinator:  Rocio Meraz    (831) 207-0962
Respect for Life:
     Rocio Meraz    (831) 207-0962
Pastoral Care Ministry:    Alma Hickel            458-4826

                            Louise Woodring       458-2515
“Second Sunday of Advent”
December 4, 2011
“Lord, let us see Your kindness, and grant us Your salvation.”

“Muéstranos, Señor, tu misericordia y danos tu salvación.”

Mass Schedule /Mass Coordinator

Sat: Colusa –     5:00 p.m.       English – Eva Meraz
Sun: Princeton - 8:30 a.m.       Bilingual  
        Colusa -     10:00 a.m.      English-Sharon Hernandez

        Colusa -     12:00 noon     Spanish- Eva Meraz

Mon. Wed. Thurs. Divine Mercy Chapel-7:30 a.m. English
Fri: Church –      7:30 a.m.        English – Eva Meraz
Fri: Church –      6:00 p.m.        Spanish – Jaime Lopez 

Mass Intentions:
12/3:   Anne Maricle , req. Joan & Frank Hamill

12/3:   Carolyn Berge +, req. Joseph & Mary

12/4:   Paul Scroggins – healing, req. Charlene Scroggins

12/5:   Kateri Meraz +, req. The Meraz Family

12/10: Bill Littlejohn +, req. Charlene Littlejohn

Lectors:  (Coordinator – Irmalee Schumacher 458-4620)
12/3:    Raylene L., Jim M.

12/4:    Brendan F., Peggy S.

12/8:    Irmalee S., Barbara D.
12/10:  Richard R., Leslie V.,

12/11:  Maureen A., Sharon H.

Eucharistic Ministers:  (Coordinator – Irmalee S.)
12/3:    Darlene W., Richard R., Gabriela R.

12/4:  
 Rosemary H., Chuck L., Dianne L.

12/8:    Juian D., Patti Jo C., Leslie V.

12/10:  Barbara G., Jim M., Gabriela R.

12/11:  Jeff M., Irmalee S., Patti Jo C.
Altar Servers:  (Coordinator – Rocio Meraz)
12/3:  Kayleigh Wilson, Sarah Vann, Lili Woodring,          Helena Harris

12/4:   Andrea Garcia, Mia Critchfield, Pablo Meraz, David Poole
12/10: Bridget Walsh, Erin Walsh, Anel Sanchez,             Daniel Sanchez
12/11: B.J. Windsor, Daisy Ramirez, Erik Wryysinski,      Isabelle Delgado
Confessions  By appointment or

Saturday:      4:30-4:50 p.m.   

Sunday:         11:30-11:50 a.m.   
Catholic Ladies Relief Society (monthly)

    First Wednesday, 7:00 p.m., St. Bernadette’s Hall

Knights of Columbus: 

     4th Tuesday of the month, 7:00 p.m., Hall
Bible Study with Dr. Julian Delgado (weekly)

     Tuesday, 7-9:00 p.m., 75 Oak Tree Lane 

RCIA with Dr. Julian Delgado (weekly)

     Wednesday 7pm -9:00 p.m., Parish Center
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November 26 & 27, 2011 Parish Collection


Mass Collection 	$2,626.00


                  Thank you for your support





This week’s 2nd Collection:  12/3&4 –Building and 						Maintenance


Next 2nd Collection:  12/10&11 –Retirement Fund for the 			Religious (Religious Institutes)





Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Office Tentative Hours


Secretaries are volunteers.  They are not always in the office.  If no one is in the office, please call (530) 458-4170 and leave a message.  Thank you for your patience.


Monday	9 a.m. – 11 a.m.


Tuesday	1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.


Wednesday 	8 a.m. – 12 noon/1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.


Thursday	9 a.m. – 11 a.m.


Friday	9 a.m. – 12 noon/1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.





English Baptism classes need to be scheduled individually.  Spanish Baptism classes are monthly. Check bulletin for dates.  Normally, Spanish Baptisms are the 2nd Saturday and Pre-Baptismal classes the Monday before the Baptism.





Annual Colusa County Food Baskets


The Annual Colusa County Food Basket canned food drive is currently underway. Items such as eggs, bread, ham, potatoes, milk, rice and canned goods are all included in each basket. Parishioners are asked to drop off such items in the boxes located in the vestibule of the church. These will be placed in the food baskets that will be distributed to families throughout Colusa County December 16th. Cash donations are also being accepted to help offset the purchase of the perishable items.  Checks donations may be mailed to:  Colusa Coumnty Food Basket Assoc., P.O.Box 755, Colusa.  Families wishing to apply for a food basket may pick up an application at a local school, Farther Arbel, County Welfare and County Behavioral Health Dept. All applications must be mailed in no later than Nov. 30th to: PO Box 755, Colusa.











Mark 1:1-8


In the Readings of this Second Sunday of Advent, three great biblical figures: the prophet Isaiah, Saint Peter and Saint John the Baptist, show us that the mercy of God is infinite. He is always faithful. His patience is without limits with us and He continually gives us an opportunity to return to Him.





On many occasions, God called out to them, giving them an opportunity to straighten out and return to Him but they did not want to listen. We should realize that God, sometimes, in spite of His great patience and mercy, tests us, as He did to the Jewish people. On occasion these tests can be very harsh. This is because He wants us to return to Him, to find our way back to Him. 





Saint Peter, in the Second Reading, says that it is useless to wander around trying to figure out when the second and final coming of Christ will take place. In Saint Peter’s time and in the present times, there was, and there is, great anticipation over when the end times will occur. Saint Peter, speaking to his community, told them that God always keeps His promises. And He warns them that the only thing that should be important to them is to be prepared because, “the day of the Lord will arrive like a thief” 





The Gospel of Saint Mark does not mention the birth of Jesus nor does it speak about the life of the Lord before the beginning of His public life. We just heard the beginning of this Gospel that explains to us how Saint John the Baptist, the greatest prophet sent by God, began his preaching in the


Desert of Judea. His message and his preaching were very similar to Christ’s. He preached conversion, telling the Jews of his time that they should cast off false values, that they should make a complete conversion, a radical change in their lives. John, from the beginning of his ministry, warned that He had come to prepare the way and that behind Him came another who was more powerful. 





We are in the Advent season, a time for conversion, a time to reflect, straighten out, and follow God more closely. Let us follow the example of Saint John the Baptist: his valor and his exemplary life. God, throughout history, has spoken through the prophets. They revealed, little by little, the


divine plan, the salvation of the human race through Jesus Christ. In a society that has lost its sense of God, the Church invites us to meditate on our sins, to reacquire the principles, values, and convictions of our Catholic faith.

















From Father’s Desk





This Sundays Gospel:





Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast Day





The Our Lady of Guadalupe Committee is inviting the Parish Community to participate in the celebration of “Our Lady of Guadalupe” on Saturday December 10th.


A parade from south 3rd street to the church starts at 11:00 a.m. and will be accompanied by Mariachis. Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast Mass at 12:00 noon. 





On Dec. 12th there will be a Mananita at 6:00 a.m. accompanied by the Hispanic Choir and followed by Hot Chocolate and pastries. All are welcome.





Faith Formation News


1) Grades 1-6 will be helping A Woman's Friend during Advent.  Every child has chosen an item to bring to build a layette from each class as a gift.


2) Students from Pre-Confirmation went on a retreat to the Abbey at New Clairvaux near Chico. 


3) All the classes are participating in a recycling project.  If anyone in the parish has some plastic bottles or cans that they would like to donate, please drop off upstairs at the Parish Center.


 








Old Hall Windows


The Knights of Columbus Colusa have been renovating the old Parish hall and part of the progress is to replace all 30 windows of various sizes. We can help them with this goal by buying windows.  A memorial plaque with your name, or a loved one, will be placed on the window.  The price for each window will be between $225 and $275.  Please contact Bob Woodring if interested in donating. 











Explanation of the new                      translations of the Mass


Liturgy of the Eucharist 


	– Gift Preparation


As we continue this journey through the changes in the "Peoples' Parts" of the new translation of the Roman Missal, we leave the Liturgy of the Word and move to the Liturgy of the Eucharist. The Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist are so closely connected that they form one single act of worship. 





The bread and wine, and our very selves are gifts from God which we offer back to God. Through the priest, Christ accepts these gifts and together we bless the Father:





Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for through your goodness we have received the bread (or wine) we offer you:


fruit of the earth (or vine) and work of human hands, it will become for us the bread of life (or our spiritual drink).


_____________________


The translation of the words of the blessing over the bread has changed a bit so that it now parallels the blessing over the wine as it does in the Latin. The prayer reminds us that we are to bless God for our lives and all that fills them. The next prayer the priest says quietly changes quite a bit:





Current New Translation





Lord God, we ask you to receive us and be pleased with


the sacrifice we offer you with humble and contrite hearts.





New Translation


With humble spirit and contrite heart may we be accepted by you, O Lord, and may our sacrifice in your sight this day be pleasing to you, Lord God.


������_________________


Another change in the words the priest says may catch our attention. In the invitation to prayer, he will say:


 


Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.


 


The current translation is "our sacrifice" rather than "my sacrifice and yours." The new translation more faithfully renders the Latin, which reminds us that while the liturgy is always a communal action of the entire Body of Christ, Christ its head together with his body the Church, we are individually participating in this action





 May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name, for our good and the Church. 





There will be a training session for Eucharistic Ministers on Wednesday, December 14th at 7:00 p.m. in the church.  Since we have three Eucharistic Ministers assisting at each Mass, it is important to increase our volunteers for this Ministry.  Please accept the call.  Join us by becoming a Eucharistic Minister.  Contact Irmalee Schumacher @ 458-4620.





Can you Sing? Can you play Guitar?


In preparation to our Lady of Guadalupe celebration, we invite everyone who wants to sing  the Mananita and or who plays guitar to join us in our song practice. There will be a choir practice every Friday at 7:00 pm at the Church starting Nov. 11, 2011. Father Arbel will be leading the practice.














   Our Lady of Lourdes


     Christmas Concert 


         


         December 18, 2011


               @7:00 p.m.








The annual Catholic Ladies Relief Society Christmas Party will be held on Wednesday evening, December 7th at 6 p.m. at the home of Gabriela Rone, 1111 Fremont St.








Respect Life Ministry


On Wednesday, December 28, the Feast of the Holy Innocents, families are invited to the annual Candlelight Rosary Procession and Mass.  Meet at 5:00 p.m. at the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament (11th & K) and walk with our priests to the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe (7th & T) for concelebrated Mass at 600 p.m.  This annual March for Life commemorates those male infants of Bethlehem who were killed by decree of King Herod, as well as those innocent unborn infants who are lost today by abortion.  Candles will be provided.  Carpools will shuttle people back to their cars.  Bring umbrellas if rain threatens.  For information, call Carol at 916-791-1819.
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